CHAPTER  33

ANOTHER time as this creature was at Saint John
Lateran's Church in Rome, before the altar, hearing
Mass, she thought that the priest who said Mass seemed
a good man and devout. She was sore moved in spirit to
speak with him. Then she prayed her man with the
broken back to go to the priest and pray him to speak with
her. The priest understood no English and knew not
what she said, and she knew no other language but
English. Therefore they spoke by an interpreter, a man
who told each what the other said.
Then she prayed the priest, in the Name of Jesus, that
he should make his prayers to the Blissful Trinity, to
Our Lady, and to all the saints in Heaven, also stirring
others that loved Our Lord to pray for him, that he might
have grace to understand her language and her speech
in such things as she, by the grace of God, would say and
shew unto him.
The priest was a good man, and by his birth he was a
Ducheman, a good clerk and a well learned man, highly
beloved, well cherished and much trusted in Rome, and
he had one of the greatest offices of any priest in Rome.
Desiring to please God, he followed the counsel of this
creature and made his prayers to God, as devoutly as he
could, every day, that he might have grace to understand
what the aforesaid creature would say to him, and also
he made other lovers of Our Lord to pray for him*
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